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A TREATY 

Between Virginia and the Catawbas and 
Cherokees, 1756. 



[In the collection of the Virginia Historical Society is a pamph- 
let (8^xio^t inches) containing 25 pages, which was printed in 
Williamsburg in 1756, and which contains accounts of treaties 
made in that year with the Catawba and Cherokee Indians. A 
reduced fac simile of the title page of this rare work is given on 
the next page. 

This, which is stated to be an official publication, gives an 
introductory account, Governor Dinwiddie's letter to the com- 
missioners, their commission and instructions, his speeches to 
the two tribes, the proceedings and texts of the two treaties, 
the Governor's message to the House of Burgesses and the res- 
olution adopted by that body. All of these are copied here in 
full, for though the Governor's speeches and instructions are 
printed in the Official Records of Robert Dinwiddie* (Virginia 
Historical Society Collections), II, 298-305, it is not deemed 
proper to break the continuity of this record by omitting them 
here. 

The sole object of the treaty was, of course, to secure the aid 
of the two nations of Indians against the French.] 

* Commonly cited as the Dinwiddie Papers. 
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INTRODUCTION. 

His Honor the Governor* having received several undoubted 
Assurances of the sincere and hearty Dispositions of the Cataw- 
baf and CherokeeJ Indians towards His Britannic Majesty's Sub- 
jects in general, and this Colony in particular, and considered 
the great Importance of securing those warlike Nations to our 

* From the beginning of his administration Governor Dinwiddie 
realized the necessity of retaining the friendship and securing the active 
assistance of the Southern Indians. The Dinwiddie Papers contains a 
great amount of information in regard to his negotiations with them, 
and the relations of the Cherokees and Catawbas to the colonies in 
general and to Virginia in particular. 

In February, 1754, Abraham Smith, an interpreter and militia officer 
of Augusta county (for whom see Boogher's Gleanings of Virginia 
History, p. 333, &c), went on a mission from the Governor to the Chero- 
kees and Catawbas, asking that a force be sent to join General Braddock 
{Dinwiddie Papers, I, 60, 6t, 99, &c), and Governor Glen, of South 
Carolina, was also asked to use his influence with them. The Indians 
promised aid, but did not keep their promise. Dinwiddie accounted 
for this failure by the presence of French emisaries among the Chero- 
kees, and by the fact that Governor Glen was negotiating with their 
chiefs for a meeting with himself. 

fThe Catawbas occupying the country between the Yadkin. and 
Catawba rivers, on each side of the boundary line between North and 
South Carolina, numbered at this time only about 400 warriors, and 
even this number was composed of the remnants of more than twenty 
different tribes. The Catawbas, who could muster 1,500 warriors in 
1682, had been reduced by disease (small-pox chiefly) and constant and 
bitter warfare with the Iroquois, Cherokees, Shawnese and other nations, 
to but a small and feeble tribe. Peace had been made some time be- 
fore with the Cherokees, and the Broad river fixed as the boundary of 
the two tribes (Mooney's Siottan Tribes of the East, p. 69), and the 
struggle with the Iroquois was ended by the conference at Albany in 
175 1 ; but the Western tribes still continued their attacks. 

The principal village of the Catawbas was on the western side of the. 
Catawba river, in what is now York county, S. C, opposite the mouth 
of Sugar creek. This was probably the " Catawba Town " of the treaty. 
The tribe remained steadfast friends to the English colonists. 

For the Catawbas, see Siouan Tribes of the East, by James Mooney, 
Bureau of Ethnology, Washington, 1894, pp. 67-74. 

% The great nation of the Cherokees had at one time, it was supposed, 
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Interest at this perilous Juncture, when the French are laboring 
to seduce them from their Fidelity to us, was pleased to propose 
in Council the sixth of November last, That proper Commission- 
ers should be sent as soon as possible to those Indians with an 
handsome Present, and to conclude a firm and permanent League 
with them. Whereupon the Council seeing that no better Use 
could be made of Part of the Money His Majesty had been gra- 
ciously pleased to advance and send to his Honor for the gene- 
ral Service, unanimously agreed thereto. And Peter Randolph 
and William Byrd, Esquires, being nominated and approved of 
as Gentlemen perfectly well qualified to conduct and carry into 
Execution the proposed Treaties ; they, in Consequence thereof 
having received his Honor's Letter, with his Commission, and 
Instructions, and Speeches to the Chiefs of the said Nations, 
started immediately on their Journey, and concluded the Trea- 
ties and Engagements, which are presented to the Public in the 
following pages. 

A Letter from the Governor to Peter Randolph* and 
William BYRD.t Esquires. 

Williamsburg, December 23d, 1755. 
Gendemen 

"Inclosed you have your Commission, my two Speeches to 

been able to raise 6,ooo warriors, but in 1738 the small-pox reduced 
their numbers one-half within a single year. About 1756 it was believed 
that their warriors numbered about 2,300. They were "settled nearly 
in an east and west course, about 140 miles in length from the lower 
towns where Fort Prince George stands, to the late unfortunate Fort 
Loudon," on the Tennessee river, about thirty miles above the site of 
Knoxville, and claimed a wide extent of territory in South-west Vir- 
ginia, the present West Virginia, Kentucky and Tennessee. See The 
Cherokee Nation of Indians, by Charles C. Royce, Fifth Annual Report 
of the Bureau of Ethnology. Mr. Royce appears, however, not to have 
read the Dinwiddle Papers, to have been ignorant of the treaty here 
printed, and is entirely mistaken when he says (p. 145) that Fort Loudon 
was built by South Carolina. 

* Col. Peter Randolph, of " Chatsworth,"' Henrico county, Virginia, 
was a son of William Randolph, of " Turkey Island." He was a mem- 
ber of the House of Burgesses for Henrico in 1749, and was appointed 



THE INDIAN TREATY OF I756. 229 

the Catawbas and Cherokees, with some Instructions for you 
which are but short, as I have a great Dependence on your 
known Capacity and Understanding ; I think proper to give you 
a few Hints which may be of Service in your Negotiations with 
those People. — You will first meet with the King and great Men 
of the Catawbas ; after the Council is met and Ceremonies o 
Reception over, you are first to read your Commission, after 
that (as the Custom of the Indians is) you are to tell them their 
Brother, the Governor of Virginia, is going to speak to them : 
then read my Speech ; as they are tedious in their Councils they 
probably will require some Time to answer it. You are to take 
all possible Care to convince them of our Regard and Love for 
them ; let your Treaty with them be offensive and defensive, 
which must be committed to Writing, and signed by all the Chiefs 
present, and the Counter-Part by you in Behalf of this Colony. 
Endeavour to get them to mention the Number of Warriors they 
may agree to supply us with, and the Place they will march them 
into our Country, when we may have Occasion for their Assis- 
tance, and by what Message we are to give them Notice to come 
in to join our Forces, that we may provide for their Reception. 
If they should intimate any Expectations of being paid for the 

to the Council in 1750; was County-Lieutenant of Henrico, and was 
Surveyor-General of the Customs for the Middle District of North 
America. He married Lucy, daughter of Robert Boiling, of "Bolling- 
brook," and died in 1767. One of his sons, Beverley Randolph, was 
Governor of Virginia, 1788-91 ; another, Robert Randolph, of "Eastern 
View," Fauquier county, was a Captain of Cavalry in the Revolution, 
and was ancestor of the Rt. Rev. A. M. Randolph, Bishop of \he Diocese 
of Southern Virginia, and a daughter. Anne, who married William 
Fttzhugh, of" Chatham," was ancestor of Mrs. General R. E. Lee. Col. 
Peter Randolph's will is given in Waters's Gleanings, I, 513-514. 

t Col. William Byrd, of "Westover, "third of the name, was the only son 
of the well-known founder of Richmond, and author of the "Westover 
Manuscripts." He inherited the greatest estate in Virginia, but wasted 
most of it. In his will (which was printed in this magazine IX, 80) he 
bitterly repents his folly. He was appointed to the Council in 1754, 
was Colonel of the Second Virginia Regiment in the French and Indian 
War. During the Revolutionary struggle his s\mpathy was with Eng- 
land, though he took no active part, on account of failing health. He 
died at " Westover," January 1st, 1777, aged 48. 
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Men they may send in to our Assistance, you may come into such 
Terms as you may think reasonable ; but if they do not mention 
any Thing of that Nature, you may assure them of being prop- 
erly taken Care of. — Do all you can to raise their Resentment 
against the French and their Indians, and that they may discour- 
age and hinder their coming into their Nation, 

The CataWbas, I hear, have long complained of being so much 
confined by the English settling on their Land, that they wanted 
to sell their Land, and go further to the Westward ; if they men- 
tion any Thing of this, you may assure them I shall do every Thing 
in my Power with the Neighbouring Governors for their Service. 
You will have Occasion to go thro' the forementioned Ceremo- 
nies, &c. , with the Cherokees ; but you are to consider them as 
a much more numerous Nation, and their Lands very extensive ; 
The French have been endeavouring for many Years to bring 
them over to their Interest, and to build Forts in the upper Cher- 
okee Country, but I hope they have not as yet built them ; if 
they have, endeavour to prevail with the Indians to destroy them, 
and by no Means to allow them any Settlement in their Nation ; 
and if possible, to hinder any of the French or their Indians, 
having any Consultations with them, unless they bring a Certifi- 
cate or Message by one of the Six Nations or their Brothers the 
English, otherways they will endeavour to deceive them. Per- 
suade them to take great Care of the Passes over the Mountains 
to the Upper Cherokees to prevent any Surprize. — Make an 
Excuse for not sending them some Arms, let them know they 
were not to be had here, but we will endeavour to provide some 
for them, you will find the Traders* from South-Carolina, will do 
all they can to harrass * * your Treaty. There is one Smith 
a Native of this Country, and a Trader from Charles-Town, he 
bears a good Character, you may send for him, he probably will 
be of Service to you. Be sure to return the Cherokees hearty 
Thanks for the Men they sent in with Mr. Paris to our Assistance 
against the Shawnese.f 

* Governor Dinwiddie accused the South Carolina traders of trying 
to persuade the Indians to go on hunting trips, that they might have 
skins and furs to sell to them, rather than send their warriors to the 
aid of the Virginians. 

t These men were 130 in number, and came to Virginia under the 



THE INDIAN TREATY OF 1756. 231 

As many Things may occur in the Course of your Negotia- 
tions, that I cannot foresee your own good Sense must be your 
Guide, and I accordingly refer it entirely to you. The Attorney- 
General brings you the ^250 you wrote for. I am greatly disap- 
pointed in Wampum, having wrote to Col. Hunter to bring me a 
Quantity * * he is not returned ; I think you wrote me Col. 
Eaton would supply you, he would let you know the Quantity 
necessary. 

Inclose you have Invoice of Goods for a Present, packed up 
and directed for each Nation ; and I hope, if the Weather per- 
mits, to send them from this on Monday or Tuesday next, for 
Petersburg. The ten Pieces of Dutch Blanketing, from Mr. 
Turnbull, are for the Cherokees, and if there be any Thing want- 
ing ,have it from him, and desire him to send me the Account. 
— As the Cherokees are, by Report ten to one of the Catawbas, 
I have proportioned the Powder and Lead accordingly, which 
you may alter if you see proper. — Two Cherokee Boys, who 
were taken Prisoners by the Northern-Indians, were retaken by 
a Company of our Rangers ; I ordered them back to their Na- 
tion, pray enquire about then 

Since writing the above, I have a Letter from Mr. Dobbs, 
Governor of North-Carolina, he appoints two Commissioners 
to go to the Catawbas and Cherokees : he proposes their meet- 
ing you at a Place, I think he calls it Salisbury which he says is 
near the Indian Road, which Rout he supposes you will take. 
I wrote him,, I believed you would set out from this the 4th or 
6th of January. 

If I have omitted any Thing as Hints for your Conduct, please 
send me word and I shall answer you. — That you may have your 
Health, Success in your Negotiations, and a safe Return is the 
sincere Wish of Gentlemen, 

Your affectionate humble Servant, 

Robert Dinwiddie. 
To the Hon. Peter Randolph and William Byrd, Esquires, 



charge of Richard Pearis, or Paris, a trader who lived on the Holston. 
These Cherokees took part in the abortive expedition against the Shaw- 
nese in February and March, 1756. 
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Robert Dinwiddie, Esquire, His Majesty's Lieutenant- 
Governor and Commander-in-Chief of the Colony 
and Dominion of Virginia. 

To the Honorable Peter Randolph, Esquire, one of his Majes- 
ty's Council, Lieutenant of the County of Henrico, and Surveyor- 
General of His Majesty's Customs; and William Byrd, Esquire, 
one of his Majesty's Council, and Lieutenant of the County of 
Lunenburg. 

By Virtue of the Power and Authority invested in me, as His 
Majesty's Lieutenant-Governor, and Commander-in-Chief of this 
Dominion, I hereby nominate and appoint you, the said Peter 
Randolph and William Byrd, Esquires, Commissioners to the 
Catawba and Cherokee Nations of Indians ; hereby giving you 
full Power and Authority to conclude and settle a firm Treaty 
of Peace and Friendship with both those Nations, they, being 
our old Friends and Allies. 

Given under my Hand, and caused the Great Seal of this 
Colony to be affixed thereto at Williamsburg this Twenty Third 
Day of December, One Thousand Seven Hundred and Fifty Five. 

Robert Dinwiddie. 



Instructions, for Peter Randolph and William Byrd, 
Esquires, appointed Commissioners to treat on Behalf 
of the Colony and Dominion of Virginia, with the 
Catawbas and Cherokees. 

i. You shall hold yourselves in Readiness to set forward to 
the Place of Treaty pursuant to your Commission in order to 
arrive at the Catawba and Cherokee Nations of Indians with all 
due Speed, and being there arrived, you shall with all proper 
Dispatch convene the Chiefs of the said Nations, and having 
adjusted the necessary Forms and Ceremonies, you are at the 
first general and public Conference to acquaint the Indians, that 
you are come purposely to assure them of the kind and friendly 
Dispositions of the Inhabitants of this Colony towards them, as 
well as of the Care that has been taken on their Part, to preserve 
the most perfect Harmony, and good Understanding with their 
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ancient Friends of those Nations in particular, and in general, 
with all others with whom they have ever made Friendship 
and Alliance. You are then to compliment them on their steady 
Adherence, and to desire of them to concur with you in estab- 
lishing and Confirming for all future Time, our unmovable friend- 
ship with their Brethren whom you represent. 

2. You are then to present my Speech to them, and proceed 
to acquaint them with the Present you are charged with for them, 
and to enlarge on the Kindness and Friendship * * towards 
them ; and this will lead you to magnify the Grandeur and Muni- 
ficence of the King, after which you are in the most affecting 
Manner to present the Present as directed. 

3. Having thus and by whatever other Means the Time and 
Circumstances suggest, introduced yourselves to the Favor of 
the Indians, you are to animate them against the unjust Disturb- 
ances given to the Peace of Mankind by the restless and * * 
thirst of Dominion, which is ever actuating the French to covet 
and encroach upon the Possessions of not only the English, but 
all the Indian Nations in America. To this End you will acquaint 
them with their Breach of Faith, and the unprovoked Rapines 
and Murders committed by them On the Frontier Inhabitants of 
the Colonies in Time of Tranquility and Peace ; and let them 
know that they have prevailed on the Delawares and Shawnese, 
to do Mischief when they pretended to be our Friends. After 
having duly represented these Perfidies and Violences, you are 
to acquaint them that the Six Nations have joined us against the 
French, and to desire their Assistance, and to agree on some 
Distinction or Signal whereby the Catawbas and Cherokees may 
be distinguished from other Indians, when they come into our 
Inhabitants, and to know what Number of Men they will furnish, 
and when. 

4. You are to inform yourselves particularly, what Indian 
Nations they can bring into our Alliance, and what Settlements 
the French have made in their Neighborhood, their Extent, 
Strength, and at what Period of Time they were made. And 
you are to endeavor to make yourselves acquainted with the Arts 
made Use of by the French to alienate the affections of Indians 
from the English. You are to exhort them not to be drawn 
away by deceitful empty Speeches, the peculiar Talent of that 
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cunning People, nor to suffer them on any Pretence whatsoever, 
to erect any Fort in their Country. But in every Attempt that 
shall be made to shake their Duty to our common Father, let 
them consider what real Acts of Friendship have been done 
them by the English, and what by the French ; let them weigh 
these Things well in their Minds, and then determine who best 
deserves their Esteem and Regard, for it is not by vain unmean- 
ing Words that true Friendship is to be discovered, but by its 
Effects. 

5. Whatever Treaty you shall enter into with either of these 
Nations, you are to take special Care to have it signed by all the 
Sachems or Chiefs who shall be present at it. 

6. If any Thing incidentally occur in the Negotiations, not 
particularly taken Notice of by these Instructions, you are to 
conduct yourselves in such M inner, as the Nature and Ex- 
pediency of the Subject Matter, Time and Place may require, 
according to the best of your Discretion. 

I wish you Success in your Negotiations, an agreeable Journey, 
and a safe Return. And I am Gentlemen, 

Your most humble Servant, 

Robert Dinwiddie. 



Robert Dinwiddie, Esquire, His Majesty's Lieutenant- 
Governor and Commander-in-Chief of the Colony 
and Dominion of Virginia. 

To the King, Sachems, and Warriors, of the Catawba Nation. 

Wishing you Health and Prosperity. 
Brothers and- Friends, 

This will be delivered you by the Honorable Peter Randolph 
and William Byrd, Esquires, two of His Majesty's Council of 
this Dominion, who will shake Hands with you, and are come 
this long and tedious Journey to assure you of our real Friend- 
ship and Love for you ; they have my Commission to treat with 
you, and to brighten and Strengthen the Chain of Friendship 
that has so long subsisted between you and your Brothers the 
English, and am in great Hopes the Treaty you are to make with 
the above Gentlemen in Behalf of this Dominion in particular, 
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and all the English Inhabitants on this Continent, will continue as 
long as the Sun gives Light. 

The French, by their Emissaries are endeavouring all in their 
Power to gain over the friendly Indians to their Interest, I there- 
fore advise you to be on your Guard against their invidious 
Insinuations, for their Speeches consist of Falsehoods and unjust 
Reports. The Six Nations have taken up the Hatchet against 
the French and their Indians, and joined our Forces to drive 
the French from the Lands they have unjustly invaded, have 
lately given them a remarkable Defeat,* killed many of their Peo- 
ple and taken * * of their great Officers Prisoners ; and I 
hope next Year they will be able to confine them to the barren 
Lands of Canada. 

Lately many of the French joined with the Shawnese came 
into our Country, * * and murdered many of our Breth- 
ren ; Our Friends and Brothers the Cherokees, knowing the 
Truth thereof, immediately took up the Hatchet against the 
French and Shawnese and sent into our Country a Number of 
their Warriors to protect our Frontiers, and to war against those 
perfidious People. — And I hope Brothers you will also take up 
the Hatchet, against the F'rench and their Indians ; and as I have 
great Reason to expect many of the Cherokee Warriors on any 
Occasion, to go to War against your Enemies and ours, I there- 
fore hope you will also assist with a Number of your brave War- 
riors. 

The Commissioners will also deliver you a Present sent from 
our Father the Great King, and this Dominion, to assure you of 
our Sincerity to continue in true Friendship with the Catawbas. 
Whatever the Commissioners tell you, you are to believe as 
spoke by myself, and I am in hopes you will conclude with them 
a Treaty of Peace and Friendship which may continue as long as 
the Rivers run and Trees grow, which will be confirmed by me, 
and transmitted to our Father the other Side of the great Water. 
May you live long, and that we may always act with true Friend- 
ship, for each other, is my sincere Wish. 

* This refers to the battle at Lake George in September, 1755, in 
which the provincial forces, and their allies of the Six Nations, under 
Major-General William Johnson, totally defeated the French under 
Baron Diskau. 
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Given at Williamsburg, under my Hand and the Great Seal o 
this Colony, this Twenty-Third Day of December, One Thous- 
and Seven Hundred and Fifty- Five. 

Robert Dinwiddie 

In Confirmation of the above I give you a Belt of Wampum. 



Robert Dinwiddie, Esquire, His Majesty's Lieutenant- 
Governor, and Commander-in-Chief of the Colony 
and Dominion of Virginia. 

To the Emperor, Old-Hop,* and the other Sachems, and War- 
riors, of the great Nation of the Cherokees. 

Wishing Health and Prosperity. 

This will be delivered you by the Honorable Peter Randolph 
and William Byrd, Esquires, two of His Majesty's Council, who 
will take you by the Hand ; they have undertaken this long 
Journey to assure you of the real Love and Friendship your 
Brothers of this Dominion have for you ; they have my Com- 
mission to enter into a Treaty of Peace with you, to brighten 
and strengthen the Chain of Friendship that has so long sub- 
sisted between your Brothers the English, and the brave Chero- 
kees, I desire you will receive what they say to you, as if spoke 
to you by myself. 

I am in hopes the Treaty now proposed to be made with the 
above Gentlemen in Behalf of this Dominion in particular, and 
all your Brothers on this Continent, will continue as long as the 
Sun and Moon give Light. The French by their Emissaries are 
endeavouring to poisen the Minds of our Friendly Indians, and 
to withdraw them from their Brothers the English ; I advise you 

* Old Hop was one of the principal chiefs of the Cherokees. Gov- 
ernor Dinwiddie, in a letter to Richard Pearis, August 2, 1754 (Din- 
widdie Papers, I, 267), states that he had always thought that the "Em- 
peror " was their chief man ; but that now he had learned that Old Hop 
was even a greater man he would treat him with due respect. He 
remained on friendly terms with the English during the whole of Dinwid- 
dle's administration. His son was at the head of a delegation of Chero- 
kees who had a consultation with Dinwiddie in Williamsburg on 
September 5, 1775, and the speech of the Cherokee, together with the 
Governor's reply, are printed in the Dinividdie Papers, II, 187-189. 
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to be on your Guard against them, their Speeches are made up 
of Falsehoods and unjust Reports, let none of them remain 
among you, and by no Means allow them to build any Forts on 
the River Hogohegee, in the Upper Cherokee Country, for their 
Intentions are with evil Design against you and your Brothers 
the English. — The Six Nations have taken up the Hatchet 
against the French and their Indians, and joined our Forces to 
the Northward with a great Number of their Warriors ; and in 
a Battle with the French, we killed a great Number of their Men, 
and took several of their chief Officers Prisoners, obtaining a 
compleat Victory over them ; and I hope on Occasion you will 
be ready and willing to give us your Assistance. 

The Treaty now proposed to be made shall be confirmed by 
me, and transmitted to our Father the King of Great-Britain, 
&c. the other Side of the great Water. The Commissioners 
will deliver you some Powder, Lead, and other Goods, from 
your Father and your Brothers of this Dominion, to convince 
you of our sincere Friendship to your Nation. 

That you may remain an happy people, and that true Love 
may subsist between you and your Brothers the English, till the 
End of Time, is my sincere Wish. 

Given at Williamsburg, under my Hand and the Great-Seal 
of this Colony, this Twenty Third Day of December, One 
Thousand Seven Hundred Fifty Five. 

Robert Dinwiddie. 

In Confirmation of the above I give you a Belt of Wampum. 



A Treaty &c. At the Catawba-Town, the 2oth 
of February, 1756. 

Present. 

The Honorable Peter Randolph and William Byrd, Esquires, 

Commissioners for Virginia. 

Thomas Adams,* Esquire, Secretary. 

♦Thomas Adams (1730-1787) was a member of the United States 
Congress, 1778, and of the State Senate. His home at this time was 
in Henrico county. See Wtn. and Mary Quarterly, V, 159-164. 
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Heigler,* King of the Catawbas, and all the Sachems and 

Warriors of that Nation" 

William Giles, Interpreter. 

The Commissioners having first produced their Deputation, 

and the same being read and interpreted, they spoke as follow- 

eth: 

Brethren, King, Sachems, and Warriors, of the Great Catawba 
Nation. 

' 'Our common Father, the Great King of England, has been 
pleased to direct your Brother, the Governor of Virginia, to send 
Commissioners hither.to assure you of his Affection, and to pre- 
sent you with as many Goods in Token thereof as it was conve- 
nient to send so far, at this Season of the Year. It was his 
Pleasure to appoint us to that charge, and at the same Time, to 
direct us to deliver you a Speech in his Name, with a Belt of 
Wampum, which we are now ready to do, and hope you will be 
attentive thereto." 

To which King Heigler answered. 

' 'We shall always listen to every Thing that comes from our 
Brothers of Virginia with great Attention, and are now prepared 
to hear whatever you may be directed to say to us in the Name 
of the Governor of that Colony." 

The Secretary then proceeded to read the Governor's Speech, 
which was Interpreted. 

(See the Governor's Speech, Page n)f 

Upon which the Indians gave the Yo-hah. 

Then the Commissioners spoke as follows. 
Brothers and Friends, 

' ' You have heard his Honor the Governor of Virginia's 
Speech, wherein he has confirmed what we just now told you, 
that we are sent here to represent him and the Colony under his 
Command, in order to brighten the Chain, and strengthen 
the Friendship, which has subsisted between you and them, since 
a much earlier Time than our oldest Men can remember. It is 
not Brethren in Behalf of Virginia alone, that we have come so 

* In 1762 King Heigler was killed near his own village by a small 
party of Shawnese (Siouan Tribes, &c, p. 72). 
t This refers to the page in the pamphlet. 
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far to tell you, how highly we value and commend your steady 
Friendship to the great King George, and his Children in Vir- 
ginia, but of all his Subjects in America, who have ever held 
you in high Esteem, having always found you our faithfull Friends 
and make no Doubt but that you will continue such to all future 
Time : To convince you of our great Dependence upon your 
unshaken Love, we present you with this String of Wampum." 

" You cannot be Strangers, brave Catawbas, to the late 
unjustifiable Steps taken by the French, that crafty Enemy of all 
Mankind, to debauch the Principles and poison the Minds of not 
only the Indians, but of all other Nations, who are in Alliance 
with the great King our Father. They are a People, Brothers, 
whose Thirst of Power is such that nothing but an intire Reduc- 
tion of the whole World to their Subjection, can satisfy their 
boundless Ambition. By their dark Measures, and deceitfull 
Practices, they have so unhappily succeeded, as to prevail on the 
Shawnese and Delaware Indians to make Incursions on the Fron 
tiers of Virginia, Maryland and Pennsylvania, to murder in the 
most inhuman Manner, defenceless Husbandmen at their Labor, 
weak Women in their Beds with their tender Infants at their 
Breasts, resting secure in their own Innocence in time of a set- 
tled Peace. And thus those Nations continue still to act in open 
Violation of a solemn Treaty concluded on at Loggs-Town,* about 
three Years past, between our Commissioners and their Chiefs. 

'■ Our Friends the Six Nations concerned for the Misfortunes 
of their Brethren, and enraged that the French and their Indians 
pay so little Regard to their Engagements, have taken up the 
Hatchet against them, and joined General Johnson last Fall, on 
Lake St. Sacrament, where after a bloody Battle, it pleased the 
Great God, to bless our Arms with Victory, and to enable our Men 
to destroy the greatest Part of their Enemies, to captivate their 
General, and slay many of their commanding Officers. To con- 
firm the Truth of what we have told you, we give you this String 
of Wampum. 

' ' We are desired by the Governor of Virginia, to inform you 

* The Journal of the Virginia Commissioners in the treaty at Logg's 
Town, together with other documents in regard to it, were printed in 
this Magazine, XIII, i43"'74- 
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That we now stand in need of your Assistance ; and from the 
many Instances of your Friendship, we hope you will join our 
Forces with such a Number of Warriors, as you think you may 
with Safety to yourselves spare, whenever there may be Occa- 
sion for them, of which you shall have due Notice. 

" Your Compliance with this Request will give us our Oppor- 
tunity of representing to the King your Father, your Readiness 
to defend His Dominions, on this Side of the great Water. And 
that you may be encouraged to march against the Enemy with 
greater Steadiness, we promise you that your Men shall be sup- 
plied with Arms, Ammunition, and every Thing necessary tor 
War. To confirm the Truth of what we have said, and en- 
force our Request, we give you this Belt of Wampum." 

Upon which the Indians gave the usual Cry of Approbation. 

King Heigler, then repeated the Substance of what had been 
said, and that there shall be no Mistakes, desired the Interpre- 
ter to attend him and his Chiefs in a Council that Evening, and 
at the same Time told the Commissioners that he proposed to 
give them an Answer in the Morning. 



Febuary 21st, 1756. 
Present. 

The Honorable Peter Randolph and William Byrd, Esquires, 
Commissioners. 
Thomas Adams, Esquire, Secretary. 
Heigler, King of the Catawbas, and all the Sachems and 
Warriors of that Nation. 
William Giles, Interpreter. 
King Heigler spoke as follows, 
Brothers and Friends, 

' ' At the Request of my Brother, the Governor of Virginia, I 
made him a Visit last Year. After much Talk with him, which 
I have treasured up in my Breast, and hope he has done the same 
he told me that he did not then want my Assistance, but desired 
that I would hold my Warriors in Readiness, not doubting, but 
that he should have Occasion for them soon. It was at the 
repeated Request of the Northern Governors, that we concluded 
a Peace with their Indians, which we have hitherto strictly ob- 
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served. But as the Shawnese and Delawares, have broke the 
Chain of Friendship, between them and our Brethern the English , 
we think ourselves bound in Gratitude to declare them our Ene- 
mies, and shall immediately take up the Hatchet against them, 
and you may be assured, never lay it down 'till we have suffi- 
ciently revenged the Blood of our Friends. We have always 
been supplied, with Cloaths, Guns and Ammunition, by the 
Great King, on the other Side of the Water, and have the most 
greatfull Remembrance of his Kindness to us, which has link'd 
us to his Interest with a Chain stronger than Iron. Our War- 
riors delight in War, and our young Men are equally pleased 
that they have an Opportunity of going to Battle It is my Reso- 
lution to lead them on whenever the Governor of Virginia thinks 
proper. 

" We are in perfect Amity with the Cherokees, Coweta ws and 
and Chickasaws. The Cherokees have ever been our Friends, 
and as they are a numerous Nation, we acknowledge them to be 
our elder Brother. 

" We hope they will shew a good Example by sending a great 
Number of their Warriors to join us and our Brethern of Vir- 
ginia against the French and their Indian Allies." 
Gave a Belt of Wampum. 
King Heigler, then desired his Warriors to speak for them- 
selves, upon which Prenchee Uraw spoke as followeth, 
Friends and Brothers. 

"lama young Man, and have not yet distinguished myself in 
War but I am not a little pleased, that I have an Opportunity of 
doing it. If I should be so fortunate as to do any Thing that 
deserves Commendation, I shall have the Thanks of the Great 
King George, and my Brethern the English. But whether I am 
successful or not, my Endeavours shall be such as to convince 
them of the Integrity of my Intentions." 

Chippapaw, then rose up and spoke as follows, 

Brothers, 

"You have put a bright Hatchet in our Hands, which we 
have accepted and hold fast. You have also directed us where to 
strike it. I am determined, either to dye it in the Blood of our 
Enemies, or to lose my Life in the Attempt. 
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Hixa-Uraw, then spoke to the following Purpose, 

Brothers, 

' ' I have listened attentively to what the King and Warriors 
have said. Their Readiness in complying with your Request, 
has given me great Pleasure, aud as I have * * as well as 
they, I shall not stay at Home, if they are able to support me." 

The other Warriors present said that the King and those who 
had already spoken, had expressed their Sentiments, and that 
they were ready whenever they were called on, to hazard their 
Lives in defence of their Brethern the English. 

The Commissioners immediately made the following Reply. 
Brethern, 

" Your Answer has given us great Satisfaction, and we doubt 
not, but that, by your future Actions, you will approve your- 
selves to be that brave People your Brethern the English, have 
ever esteemed you. 

' ' We have 7 Instructions from our Governor, to desire that you 
will inform us, the Number of Men you can send to our Assis- 
tance, by which Means he will be the better Judge of our 
Strengh. 

Our Enemies the French will undoubtedly exert themselves to 
carry their Schemes into Execution, and therefore it is the more 
necessary we should act with Vigor and Unanimity. That there 
may be no Missapprehensions, we have prepared our Instrument 
of Writing, containing Six Articles, to be signed by us in. Behalf 
of the Colony we represent, and by your King and Sachems in 
Behalf of your Nation. We shall leave them with you for your 
Consideration, and when they have been interpreted to you, and 
you have in Council consulted your People, we hope they will 
meet with your Approbation. 

"We have left a Blank for the Number of Men with which 
you are to supply us, which, we flatter ourselves, will be so great, 
as to be of real Service to us, and demonstrate your Zeal for our 
common Defence. 

"The Goods, we have before-mentioned to you, are now 
exposed your Views, and whenever it is agreeable to you, you 
may proceed to divide them among you." 

The Commissioners then withdrew, and the King and Sachems 
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after a short Consultation, desired them to return, and after being 
again seated, King Heigler spoke as follows, 

Brethren, 

' ' We have had the Articles proposed to us under our Consider- 
ation, and we entirely approve of them. A great Number of 
our Warriors being now in the Woods, we can only venture to 
assure you of Forty Men, altho' it is more than probable that we 
shall send double that Number. But that we may preserve the 
Reputation of a steady, faithful People, we will engage for noth- 
ing more than we can with the greatest Certainty comply with. 
We have seen the Goods and accept them as a Token of your 
Affection, which we hope you will deservedly continue to us so 
long as the World exists." 

The Articles were then again read, and signed by the Com- 
missioners, the King, and Warriors of the Catawba Nation 
respectively. After which the Indians expressed great Satisfac- 
tion, and the Commissioners calling for Wine and Punch, drank, 
Health to the Great King George and the Catawba Nation, which 
put an End to the Treaty. 

A Copy of the Articles. 
Be it known to all those to whom these Presents shall come. 
That the Honorable Robert Dinwiddie, Esquire, Lieutenant- 
Governor, and Commander-in-Chief, of the Colony and Domin- 
ion of Virginia, and Arataswa King, Chupahaw, Prenchee-Uraw, 
Hixa-Uraw, Tannasee, Yeaputkee, and Tooksesey, Sachems and 
Warriors of the brave Nation of Catawba Indians, laying noth- 
ing more to Heart, than by new Ties, to strengthen the good 
Correspondence established between the Subjects of the King of 
Great Baitain, residing in North-America, and their Brothers 
and faithful Allies the Catawbas, and to prevent, by Measures 
taken in Time, the Accidents that may excite a War, or cause a 
Disunion : The Honorable Peter Randolph, Esquire, one of His 
Majesty's Council, Lieutenant of the County of Henrico, and Sur- 
veyor-General of His Majesty's Customs, and the Honorable 
William Byrd, Esquire, one of His Majesty's Council, and Lieu- 
tenant of the County of Lunenburg, on the Part and Behalf of the 
said Robert Dinwiddie, Esquire, and the said Colony of Virginia, 
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and the said Arataswa King, Chupahaw, Prenchee-Uraw, Hixa- 
Uraw, Tannasee, Yeaputkee, and Tooksesey, Sachems and 
Warriors on the Part and Behalf of the Catawba Nation, having 
full Power to treat, accord, and conclude the following Articles: 

I. That the ancient Alliance between the English and Cataw- 
bas be renewed, and the old, Chain brightened. 

II. That if the French King shall at any Time wage War 
against the King of England, the Catawbas shall wage War with 
all their Power against the French King, and all his Indian 
Allies. 

III. That the Catawbas shall march into Virginia, Forty or 
more able Warriors, within Forty Days from the Date of these 
Presents, to such Fort or Place as the Governor of Virginia 
shall direct. 

IV. That the Men who shall be employed in the Service of the 
English, in the Colony of Virginia, as Warriors, be found and 
provided with all necessary Cloaths, Victuals, Arms and Am- 
munition. 

V. That neither the Catawbas nor Virginians, shall protect 
the disobedient Subjects of the other, or entertain Rebels, trait- 
ors or Fugitives, but within Twenty Days after due Requisition 
made, shall deliver them up. 

VI. That if any Subjects belonging to the King of Great- 
Britain, residing in Virginia, or any Indian belonging to the 
Catawba Nation, shall offend against this Treaty, they shall be 
punished, without the Treaty being any Way thereby infringed. 

Done and signed at the Catawba-Town, the 21st Day of Feb- 
ruary, 1756. 

Peter Randolph. [L. S.] 

William Byrd. [L. S.] 

Arataswa (mark) or Heigler. [L. S.] 

Chupahaw. (mark) [L. S.] 

Prenchee-Uraw. (mark) [L. S.] 

Hixa-Uraw. (mark) [L. S.] 

Tannasee. (mark) [L. S.] 

Yeaputkee. (mark) [L. S.] 

Tooksesey. (mark) [L. S.] 
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Broad-River, March 13th, 1756. 

Present. 

The Honorable Peter Randolph and William Byrd, Esquires, 

Commissioners for Virginia. 

Thomas Adams, Esquire, Secretary. 

The Sachems and Warriors of the Cherokees. 

Richard Smith, Abraham Smith and Daniel Carrol, 

Interpreters. 

The Little-Carpenter* spoke as follows, 
Friends and Brothers, 

"The Waters are high, and as we are numerous, and there 
are no Canoes to carry us over the River, we shall be obliged to 
you to come over to us. We should not presume to expect this 
Favor, but that you may pass the River in one Canoe, and our 
People are all desirous of being present at the Treaty. We are 
impatient to return Home, and therefore, altho we are much fa- 
tigued, hope you will join with us in expediting the Business as 
fast as possible." 

To which the Commissioners replied, 

" Your Request is very reasonable, and therefore we shall chear- 
fully comply with it. We are pleased to find you disposed to 
enter on Business immediately, and we shall be ready to speak 
to you To-morrow at Twelve o' Clock." 



March 14th, 1756, 
Present 

The Honorable Peter Randolph and William Byrd, Esquires, 

Commissioners. 

Thomas Adams Esquire Secretary. 

The Sachems and Warriors of the Cherokees. 

Richard Smith, Abraham Smith, and Daniel Carrol, 

Interpreters. 

* Attakullakulla, " King or Emperor" of the Cherokees, also called 
The Little Carpenter. About 1738 he was chosen vice-king under 
Oconostota. He was, at the time of the treaty a staunch friend of the 
English. After the massacre at Fort Loudon he rescued Captain Stuart 
and conducted him safely to the frontiers of Virginia. 
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The Commissioners spoke as follows, 

Brethern, Sachems and Warriors of the great and powerful 
Nation of Cherokees. 

"The Governor of Virginia, having by his Commission under 
the Great-Seal of that Colony, deputed us to visit you our Breth- 
ern, in order to consult you on some Affairs, in which our Inter- 
ests are mutually concerned ; we heartily bid you welcome. We 
have waited a long Time for your coming, but we presume, from 
the remote Situation of many of your Towns, that your Sachems 
could not be convened sooner, and therefore we the more chear- 
fully acquiesce under the many Inconveniences we have been 
subjected to thro' your Delay. You could not have given us a 
greater Evidence of your Esteem, than by your meeting us so 
much lower down than the Place you first appointed ; the Bad- 
ness of the Roads, which are almost impassable for Waggons and 
the Scarcity of Corn having made our Journey both tedious and 
expensive. We are first to deliver you a Speech, in the Name 
of our Governor, with a Belt of Wampum, which we hope you'll 
hear with Attention, and that it will have that Influence with you 
which he expects." 

The Secretary then read the Governor's Speech, which was 
interpreted. 

(See the Governor's Speech, Page * *) 

Upon which the Indians gave the Yo-hah. 

Then the Commissioners spoke as follows, 

"As you are now acquainted with the Intention of our under- 
taking this long and fatiguing Journey, permit us to assure you 
of our Readiness to concur in brightening and strengthening the 
Chain of Friendship which has hitherto remained unviolated, and 
which we on our Parts shall endeavor to preserve unshaken, so 
long as the Sun and Mocn shall endure. 
Brethern, 

Your Fidelity and steady Adherence to the Interest of the 
English, of which the sending of your Warriors to the Assistance 
of your Brethern the Virginians in a recent instance, have had such 
an happy Influence upon the King your. Father, that He, always 
disposed to reward his dutiful Children, has ordered a Present of 
Goods to be sent to you. And in Obedience to his Majesty's 
Commands, we were immediately dispatched with them, and 
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they are now ready for your Acceptance. We are sorry to tell 
you, that altho' your Brother the Governor of Virginia, spared 
no Pains in purchasing the most suitable Goods for you, yet he 
could by no Means procure a sufficient Number of such fire 
Arms, as would be acceptable to you. We have however his 
Permission to assure you, that you shall be supplied with them 
hereafter. — In Confirmation whereof we give you this String of 
Wampum. 
Brethern, 

"You have undoubtedly heard that many skulking Parties of 
Indians, prompted thereto by our treacherous and most perfidi- 
ous Enemies, the French, have made Incursions upon our Fron- 
tiers, murdering and captivating all the Men, Women and 
Children, who were so unhappy as to fall into their Way. The 
Indians principally concerned in this * * are the Shawnese 
and Delawares, who delighting in Blood and not observing the 
most solemn Treaties, at which they have always had a large 
Share of the Royal Bounty have by the Cunning and Artifice of 
the French, been withdrawn from their Allegiance to the Great 
King, the Father of us all, and prevailed on to take up the mur- 
derous Hatchet against his Children. Thus the French, contrary 
to the Law of Nature and Nations, are for ever pushing on our 
own Allies to destroy us, and what may we not all expect, if we 
do not vigorously unite to frustrate their wicked Designs. The 
Frontier Inhabitants of the Northern Colonies have been as yet 
the only Victims of their * *, but be assured, Brethern. that 
unless you take the necessary Steps to prevent it, you will like- 
wise be involved in the same Calamity. That we may never be 
again exposed to the Treachery and Deceit of those cruel Sav- 
ages, we have resolved to cut them off from the Race of Mankind, 
and we do in Behalf of the People we represent, return you our 
Sincere and unfeigned Thanks for your kind and friendly Assis- 
tance in the Execution of that Design. 

Brethren, 

"The French, who have nothing less in View than universal 
Monarchy, and are for ever encroaching upon the Lands of not 
only the English, but of all the Indian Nations in America, have 
built Forts upon our Lands ; And the better to support their 
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ambitious Views, they have used every Artifice in their Power 
to'win the Six Nations to their Interest. But they detesting their 
perfidious Practices, and being by dear-bought Experience con- 
vinced, how little their Promises are to be regarded, would not 
be deluded by their fallacious Speeches, but taking up the 
Hatchet against them and their Indians, joined our Forces to the 
Northward with a great Number of their Warriors, where our 
Army under the Command of General Johnson, obtained a com- 
plete Victory over them. In Testimony whereof, we give you 
this Belt of Wampum. 
Brethren, 

" Remember how this cruel People usurped the Land of the 
Nochess,* and chased them from their Country. Forget not also 
their Endeavours to destroy the Chickasaws, who having timely 
Notice'of their evil Intentions, gave them a brave Repulse. You 
must have heard of the many Attempts they have made to cut 
off the Six Nations, but they diligently pursuing the most prudent 
Measures for their Security, have hitherto avoided the fatal Blow. 
We could enumerate a thousand Instances of their Cruelty, and 
defy them to point out a single Instance of ours : No, Brethern ; 
on the contrary, many Nations of Indians reduced by War, and 
unable to withstand the Torrent of their Enemies, have fled to 
us for Refuge, and have always found a secure Retreat among us. 
Brethren, 

" The American Colonies no longer able to bear the Insults of 
the French, are resolved to unite in revenging the Injuries they 
have received from that perfidious Nation. And we have the 
most sanguine Hopes, that you, fired with Indignation at their 
repeated Acts of Barbarity, and animated with that Spirit, for 
which the Cherokees have been ever remarkable, will not suffer 
the Blood of your Brothers the English, who are always ready 

* The Natchez, who lived originally about the site of the present city 
of the name, became involved in a war with the French in 1729, which 
resulted in their complete destruction as a tribe in the following year. 
The remnant fled in various directions, and at the time of this treaty 
many of them were living among the Cherokees (Siouan Tribes, &c. , 
83-84). A reference, therefore, to their misfortunes could be made to 
the Cherokees with peculiar effectiveness. 
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to sacrifice their Lives and Fortunes in your Defence, to remain 
unavenged. Wherefore, we invite you to follow the Example 
of the Six Nations, by joining not only your own Force with 
ours, but likewise by calling on all the Nations either in Alliance 
with you, or depending on you, to assist us. By which Means 
you will manifest your Duty to the King your Father, and your 
Love to your Brethren. For that Purpose you shall be fur- 
nished with Arms and Ammunition, Cloathing and Provision. 
In Confirmation whereof, and to enforce our Request, we present 
you with this Belt of Wampum. 

Which was received with the usual Cry of Approbation. 
Brethren, 

"We have heard, that the French have been endeavouring by 
their false Reports and cunning Insinuations, to alienate your 
Affections from the English, but we have too great Confidence in 
your Integrity, to suspect that you can be influenced by their 
deceitful and empty Speeches: And we flatter ourselves that you 
will on all Occasions, give us the best and earliest Intelligence, 
of any Designs that may be formed to our Disadvatage. By 
such generous and candid Behaviour, you will not only establish 
a Friendship with us upon a lasting and permanent Foundation, 
but also merit the Esteem of the King your Father, who never 
fails to feed his dutiful Children when they are hungry, and 
cloath them when they are naked. — In Pledge of the Truth of 
what we have spoken, and of our Inclination to live and die with 
you, we give you this Belt of Wampum. 

Which was received with the usual Cry of Approbation. 
Brethren, 

' ' It gives us Concern to hear that you should suspect your 
Friend, Richard Smith, of endeavouring to prevail on us, to 
leave Part of the Goods designed for you at the Catawbas, by 
insinuating that you were not a People worthy of a large Pres- 
ent. We assure you that the Report is without the least Foun- 
dation, and that if he had attempted to lesson you in our Esteem, 
we should have treated him with the greatest Disdain. Your Bre- 
thren of Virginia, truly sensible of your inviolable Attachment to 
the Interest of the English, have taken every Opportunity of giv- 
ing you Demonstrations of their Affection. The Present indeed is 
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not so large as we could wish, for the Reason already mentioned 
that the most material Articles, were not to be had in our Col- 
ony. To remove these Jealousies for the future we would fain 
have you send some of your Boys to Virginia, where we have a 
School* erected for their Education. We promise you that all 
due Care shall be taken of them, both with Respect to their 
Cloaths and Learning. When they have come to be Men, they 
will be acquainted with the Manners and Customs of us both, 
and our Children will naturally place such Confidnnce in them as 
to employ them in settling any Disputes that may hereafter arise. 
In Token of the Sincerity of our Intentions, and of our great 
Desire, that you should accept of our Invitation, we give you 
this Belt of Wampum. 

Which was received with the usual Cry of Approbation. 

Culloughculla, repeating to the Interpreter what had been 
said, desired to know if he had understood him right : which 
when the Interpreter answered in the Affirmative, he addressed 
himself to the Commissioners, telling them that they would de- 
liberately consider every Thing that had been said to them, and 
return them an Answer To-morrow. 



March 15th, 1756. 

Present 

The Honorable Peter Randolph and William Byrd Esquires, 

Commissioners. 

Thomas Adams, Esquire, Secretary. 

The Sachems and Warriors of the Cherokees. 

Richard Smith, Abraham Smith, Daniel Carrol, 

Interpreters. 

Culloughculla's Answer to the Commissioners' Speech 

delivered yesterday. 
Brothers, 

"This Day is appointed from above, for our Meeting, and I 
rejoice in seeing our eldest Brothers the Virginians here ; and 
that we may give you the earliest Assurance of our Affection 
for you, I present you with this String of Wampum. I have 

* The Indian School of William and Mary College, generally known 
as the Brafferton. 
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been in England, and have seen the Great King, you have so 
often had Occasion to mention. He then acknowledged the 
Cherokees to be his Children, as well as the English, and desired 
that we might continue Brethren for ever. I shall always remem- 
ber my Father's Command, and shall, whenever I have an Oppor- 
tunity, give the strongest Demonstrations of my Readiness to 
obey them. It gives me the greatest Concern to hear of the 
horrid Murders committed by the Indians on the Frontier Inhab- 
itants of Virginia, and our Endeavours shall not be wanting, to 
prevent such Massacres for the future ; altho' I must tell you that 
all our People, who, by their Situation, can be most useful on 
this Occasion, live in the upper Towns, who areas much exposed 
to the Incursions of the French and Indians, as your Frontier 
Inhabitants ; and unless we have a Fort built for the Protection 
of our Wives and Children, in the Absence of our Warriors, it 
will not be safe for us to leave thein. We have had frequent 
Promises from the Governor of South-Carolina, to build us a 
Fort ; and it was stipulated at a Treaty* held at Saludy last Sum- 
mer, when we signed a Release for our Lands to the Great King 
George : But we do not find, that that Governor has yet made 
the least Preparations towards performing his Engagement. 
Wherefore, we are sorry to tell you, that we don't much rely on 
him. The King, our Father tuld me, that we should mutually 
assist each other, and therefore, as we are unacquainted with the 
manner of building Forts, and had not the necessary Materials, 
we thought ourselves justifiable in making our Application to 
Governor Glen, who, I must again repeat it, has forfeited his 
Word. I have a Hatchet ready, but we hope our Friends will 
not expect us to take it up, 'til we have a Place of Safety for our 
Wives and Children. When they are secured, we will immedi- 
ately send a great Number of Warriors to be employed by your 
Governor, where he shall think proper. I have given a true 
State of the Condition of our Country, and desire you will make 

* The treaty with Governor Glen of South Carolina, concluded at 
Saluda, S. C. , November 24, 1755, by which the Cherokees ceded the 
lands within the present limits of Abbeville, Edgefield, Laurens, Union, 
Spartanburg, Newberry, Chester, Fairfield, Richland and York, South 
Carolina. (Royce, The Cherokee Nation of Indians.") 
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a true Representation of our Situation to your Governor, and at 
the same Time tell him, that if no Steps are taken for our Secur- 
ity, the French will extinguish the Friendly Fire between us : If 
he should have any Message to send us hereafter, or should think 
it expedient to send Commissioners again to us, we desire they 
may come the Northward Path, it being the nearest. As it is a 
very dangerous Way, we need not recommend it to him to send 
a strong Guard. Our Governor is old and infirm, and can by 
no Means cross the Mountains, to meet you on the Southern 
Path, but I am instructed to tell you, that he will on any Oc- 
casion meet you at Stalnacker's,* and he hopes that the Governor 

* Samuel Stalnaker, probably one of the numerous German emigrants 
from Pennsylvania to ihe western part of Virginia, wa< at one time the 
latter colony's most western inhabitant. 

Dr. Thomas Walker, in his journal (Filson Club Publications, No. /?, 
pp. 41, 42), states that in April, 1748, he met Stalnaker, then on his way 
to the Cherokees between the Reedy Creek settlement and the Holston 
river. Stalnaker was already an experienced trader and hunter, and is 
believed to have told Walker of Cumberland Gap at that time. On 
March 23, 1750 Dr. Walker and his associates, on their w*y to Kentucky, 
again met Stalnaker (who had just come to the p ace to settle) on the 
Middle Fork of Holston, and helped him to build his house. This was 
then the last settlement in Virginia to" the westward. On Fry and 
Jefferson's Map, /751, this settlement is located on the Middle Fork of 
Holston, on the north side, a few miles above iis junction with the 
South Fork. This was no doubt the place where the Cherokees 
wished to meet any future commissioners from Virginia. 

On June .'8, 1755, Samuel Stalnaker, "of Holston," was captured by 
the Shawnese, and his son Adam and a Mrs. Stalnaker killed by the 
same party (Waddell's Annals 0/ Augusta, p. 154.) The statement of 
Withers {Border Warfare, new edition, p. 343) that the elder Stalnaker 
was never actually in the hands of the Indians, but escaped by hard riding, 
is contradicted by the "Preston List," cited by Waddell, and by several 
letters from Governor Dinwiddie, of various dates in June and July* 
1756, in which it is stated that one Stalnaker, an inhabitant of Augusta 
county, had been captured by the Shawnese, but had escaped and had 
reported on the number of French and Indians he had seen. {Dinwid- 
die Papers, II, 447, 448, 451.) 

In September, 1756, the Governor wrote to Col. Clement Read, 
County-Lieutenant of Lunenburg, directing him to give Stalnaker £\oo 
to qualify him to raise his company and to build a little fort at Draper's 
Meadows (now Smithfield, Montgomery county). The settlement here 
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of Virginia, will not refuse him a Meeting there. To convince 
you of our Attachment to your Interest, and to enforce our Re- 
quest, we give you this String of Wampum. 
Brothers, 

"It gives us Concern to find, that for so many Years our 
Brethren of Virginia, have declined a Trade with us. The King 
our Father, when I was in England, assured me that we should 
constantly be supplied with Goods ; but we have hitherto found 

was., at the time, the first west of the Alleghany divide, and the first 
■on Wood's, or New River. 

The garrison was probably not long retained here, as Dinwiddie, 
writing to Major Lewis, December 17, 1756, says that he does not 
think that Stalnaker should complain at the reduction of the number of 
fort<, but thinks it would be well to appoint him a lieutenant in a fort, 
" being well acquainted with the woods, and a good Pilot or Guide upon 
occasion." {Dinwiddie Papers, II, 567.) 

Stalnaker was present at a council of war held at Staunton, July 29, 
1756, to determine the location of foits to be built on the frontier 
(Summers's History of Southwest Virginia, pp. 66, 67 >. Mr. Summers 
thinks that it was at his requeNt that stockade forts were built at 
Dunkard's Bottom, on New River, and at Davis's Bottom, on the head 
waters of the Middle Fork of Holston. It was intended that Captain 
Stalnaker should take part in an expedition against the Shawnese 
which was in preparation in the beginning of 1757, but the campaign 
was abandoned. 

About 1768 or '69, J. F D. Smyth, the English traveller, visited South- 
west Virginia, and lound Stalnaker living at his old home on the 
Middle Fork of Holslon. He says that after crossing that stream three 
times during the day, " at night we came to Stalnaker's, where a few 
people, indeed all the inhabitants, had also erected a kind of wretched 
stockade fort for protection against the Indians ; but they had all left 
it a few days before our arrival and returned to their respective 
homes. We remained for two days at the old Dutchman's house, (or 
rest and refreshment for ourselves and horses, * * * and also to 
make inquiry concerning our future route "to Kentucky. The old 
pioneer, still wise in all the learning of the wilderness, was able to 
describe to Smyth, as he had many years before to Walker, a new 
route to Kentucky, which had recently been discovered, and which was 
a nearer way than that commonly used. 

This seems to be the last notice of the sturdy frontiersman who 
played no unimportant part in the advancement of Virginia towards 
the west 
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it otherwise. We tell you this, in hopes that when your Gov- 
ernor knows it, he will give proper Encouragement to some of 
his People to open a Trade with us. You perceive the Naked- 
ness of our People, and are very sensible, that we are unable to 
make any Thing but Bows and Arrows for our Defence ; they 
are but bad Weapons, compared with Guns which kill at a great 
Distance. The French supply their Indians with the best of 
Fire-Arms, and in that they have the advantage of us : and 
therefore we again repeat our Request to you, to begin a Trade 
with us, which we hope will be to our mutual Advantage. — To 
enforce our Request we present you with these Skins. 
Brethren, 

' ' Our Governor gave us a particular Charge to let you know 
our Wants, and at the same Time to assure you, that the Path 
shall be cleared for your Traders, in such a Manner, as that it 
shall never wear out. He also directed us to desire that you 
will transmit this Treaty to the Great King on the other Side the 
Water, who, we doubt not is quite ignorant of our Circum- 
stances, and will relieve us as soon as he is acquainted with them. 

To remind you of this Request we give you these Skins. 

Cunnetalogo, then rose up and spoke as follows, 

" I am sent a Messenger by the Governor of our Nation, with 
this Belt of Wampum, to acquaint you of his Infirmities, and 
that he could not possibly cross the Mountains, but that if the 
Governor of Virginia, should hereafter think proper to have a 
Meeting, with him, he could very conveniently come to Stal- 
naker's. He also desired me to inform you that he thought 
himself in great Danger, and that he could not possibly send out 
any Warriors to your Assistance, 'til he had a place of Security, 
in their Absence, for their Wives and Children ; he therefore 
hopes the Men will be sent immediately to erect a Fort. I am 
also directed to acquaint you, that the Trade we have with Caro- 
lina, is not sufficient to supply us with Necessaries, which you 
may judge from our Nakedness. I do in our Governor's Name 
entreat you, to represent our Condition to your Governor, who, 
we make no doubt, when he is informed of our Poverty, from 
the Mouths of Men he can rely on, will send Traders to us. We 
will open the Path and keep it clear. 
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Gave a Belt of Wampum. 

The Commissioners desired the Interpreter to tell them, that 
they would consider on what they had severally said, and give 
them an Answer To-morrow. 



March 16th, 1756. 
Present. 

The Honorable Peter Randolph and William Byrd, Esquires, 

Commissioners. 

Thomas Adams, Esquire, Secertary. 

The Sachems and Warriors of the Cherokees. 

Richard Smith, Abraham Smith, Daniel Carrol, 

Interpreters. 

The Commissioners spoke as follows, 
Brethren, 

" We are much pleased at the Satisfaction you expressed 
Yesterday of seeing and talking with your Brethren of Virginia. 
But at the same Time it gave us no small Concern, to hear from 
the Mouth of one of your greatest Warriors, who, we presume, 
spoke the Sentiments of you all, that you are not in a Condition 
to assist us. You reminded us of our mutual Obligation to assist 
each other in Case of a War with the French, which we ac- 
knowledge. And the Treaties for that Purpose gave us the 
strongest Assurance that you would when called upon to join our 
Forces on the Ohio, with at least Five Hundred of your Warriors, 
which we hoped might be well spared, as your Nation is very 
numerous. You tell us that your Towns situated on the upper 
Side of the Mountains, are equally exposed with our Frontier 
Inhabitants to the Incursions of the French, but as we have 
always heard, that there were only a few Men employed in build- 
ing the Fort you mention, and those at a great Distance from 
you, we had no Reason to apprehend you to be in immediae 
Danger. However, as you think otherwise, we must allow, that 
Self Defence ought to be first provided for, and therefore, to 
remove all Objections, we, in Behalf of the Colony of Virginia, 
do engage, that they shall contribute their Proportion of the 
Expence of building a strong Fort for your Protection, provided, 
that you in Behalf of your Nations, will contract to supply us 
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with a large Number of your Warriors, when that is completed ; 
to be marched into any Part of our Colony, upon the first Notice. 
And in the mean Time, if you can supply us with only Two 
Hundred Men, you will have the greater Pretensions to the 
Protection of the King your Father. We are the more solicitous 
for your Assistance at this Juncture, as there are many Indians 
in the French Service, whose Method and Manner of Fighting, 
you are much better acquainted with, than our People. 

"We shall faithfully represent, every Thing you have said to 
us to the Governor of Virginia, who will transmit this Treaty to 
the King your Father, and not only use his good Offices with 
His Majesty in your Behalf, but also his Influence on the Inhab- 
itants of that Colony, to engage them to be Adventurers in a 
Trade with you. 

" We have great Hopes, that another Meeting will be quite 
unnecessary, as we are now invested with a full Power of con- 
cluding a Treaty with you, and you may be assured, our Engage- 
ments will be punctually performed. If our Proposals meet with 
your Approbation, it is necessary that we should enter into an 
Obligation to perform our respective Parts, and we shall prepare 
a Writing for that purpose, and send it to you this Evening for 
your Perusal. 

"When you have considered it and consulted your People, 
you will then acquaint us with your Thoughts of it, for which 
Purpose we will attend you early in the Morning, and shall then 
hope to finish our Business." 

Culloughculla answered, that they were very desirous of bring- 
ing the Treaty to a Conclusion, and that they would take the 
Articles as soon as they were prepared under their immediate 
Consideration, and be ready to give a final Answer in the Morn- 
ing. 



March 17th, 1756. 

Present 

The Honorable Peter Randolph and William Byrd, Esquires, 

Commissioners for Virginia. 

Thomas Adams, Esquire, Secretary, 

The Sachems and Warriors of the Cherokees. 
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Richard Smith, Abraham Smith, Daniel Carrol, 
Interpreters. 

Culloughculla spoke as follows, 

' ' The Writing you sent us last Night has been interpreted to 
us, and having duly considered it, we approve of every Thing 
contained therein, and are now ready on our Part to sign it. 
We will engage to assist you with Four Hundred Men at least, 
as soon as the Fort is completed, and we are not without Hopes; 
but that we shall then be able to send you double that Number." 

The Commissioners immediately signed it in Behalf of Vir- 
ginia, and the Sachems in Behalf of their Nation ; after which 
the Sachems by the Invitation of the Commissioners dined with 
them, when the Commissioners drank ' The King's Health, the 
Royal Family, and Success to the Cherokee Nation,' and the 
Indians returning the Compliment, drank ' His Majesty, the 
Royal Family, and Prosperity to their Brethren the English.' 
The Indians then retired to their Camp, taking first leave of the 
Comrhissioners and those present and expressing themselves 
well pleased with every Thing that had been done. 



A Copy of the Articles. 

Be it known to all those to whom these Presents shall come 
That the Honorable Robert Dinwiddie, Esquire Lieutenant-Gov- 
ernor, and Commander-in-Chief of the Colony and Dominion of 
Virginia, and Ammoscosettee, Emperor, Otterle, Culloughculla, 
Counnerculogo, Onconago, Wullonowa, Occonnistoto,*Chuchu, 

* Oconostota, head king of the-Cherokees, and one of their most 
noted warriors. He visited England in 1730. Though he is generally 
stated to have been elected head king of his nation about 1738, it is 
evident from the references to the " Governor " which appear in the 
text, that Oconostota was not at this time the supreme head of the 
nation. 

For a time he was friendly to the English, but when the breach 
occurred he was the chief leader of the Cherokees in their attacks on 
Forts Prince George and Loudon and along the entire frontier. He was 
defeated and reduced to submission, but again in 1776, took the lead in 
the plan by which the Indians, in alliance with the English forces, were 
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Ukiyourough, Ammoloyonker, Kealkirustkee, Telletchee, Chu- 
noyounkkee, Sachems and Warriors of the great and powerful 
Nation of the Cherokee Indians, laying nothing more to Heart, 
than by new Ties, to strengthen the good Correspondence estab- 
lished between the Subjects of the King of Great- Britain, resid- 
ing in North-America, and their Brothers and faithful. Allies the 
Cherokees, and to prevent by Measures taken in Time, the 
Accidents that may excite a War, or cause a Disunion : The 
Honorable Peter Randolph, Esquire; one of His Majesty's Coun- 
cil, Lieutenant of the County of Henrico, and Surveyor- General 
of His Majesty's Customs, and the Honorable William Byrd, 
Esquire, one of His Majesty's Council, and Lieutenant of the 
County of Lunenburg, on the Part and Behalf of the said Robert 
Dinwiddie, Esquire, and the said Colony of Virginia, and the 
said Ammoscosettee, Emperor, and Qtterle-Culloughculla, Coun- 
nerculogo, Onconago, Wullonowa, Occonistoto, Chuchu, Uki- 
you rough, Ammotoyoukee, Kealkirustkee, Telletchee, Chuno- 
younkkee, Sachems and Warriors on the Part and Behalf of the 
Cherokee Nation, having full Power, do treat, accord, and con- 
clude the following Articles. 

I. That the ancient Alliance be renewed, and the old Chain, 
brightened between the English and Cherokees. 

II. That if the French King shall at any Time wage War 
against the King of England, the Cherokees shall wage War 
with all their Power against the French King, and all his Allies. 

III. That Virginia shall assist in contributing their Proportion 
towards the building a strong Fort,* in such Part of the Cherokee 



to attack the Southern States. This attack was everywhere defeated, 
and Oconostota was dethroned by his own people. He was living as 
late as 1809, a drunken vagabond, who would wail for hours over his 
departed greatness: 

* Immediately after the passage of the resolution of the Assembly 
Governor Dinwiddie took active measures to have the fort built. On 
April 24, 1756, he sent Major Andrew Lewis instructions to enlist 60 
men, including as many who could use saw and ax as possible, to 
purchase 100 beeves to drive along with his party for food, and to pro- 
ceed with all possible expedition to Chotte (Choto) in the Cherokee 
country. On his arrival he was to rail a meeting of the chiefs and 
consult them as to the best place for the fort and also to obtain from 
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Country as the Sachems and Warriors of that Nation shall direct, 
for their Protection. 

IV. That as soon as the said Fort shall be built, the Cherokees 
shall within Forty Days Notice, march into Virginia, Four Hun- 
dred able Warriors to such Fort or Place, as the Governor of that 

them a number of young men to assist as laborers. When the fort was 
finished he was, if it should be thought proper, to have some cannon 
mounted on it, and leave a garrison. The Governor expected assist- 
ance from South Carolina, but none was received. 

Lewis carried out his instructions promptly, and after consultation 
with the Cherokees, built a fort on the south side of the Tennessee 
river, about thirty miles above the site of Knoxville, which he 
named Fort Loudon, in honor of the English cominander-in-chief in 
North America. There was already another Fort Loudon at Winches- 
ter. The fort among the Cherokees was considered to be one hundred 
miles from the nearest white settlement. 

By September 20, 1756, most of the force under Lewis had returned 
under the command of his subordinate, Captain Samuel Overton ; but 
Major Lewis remained behind to bring in the expected quota of 
Cherokee warriors. By August 26, however, the Governor had heard 
of the completion of the. fort, and wrote on that date that it had been 
built by Virginia entirely to the satisfaction of the Cherokees and 
without the least assistance from South Carolina. (Dinwiddle Papers, 
II, 490.) 

Major Lewis had to return without the expected aid, and though 
the Virginia Assembly voted .£2,000 for a garrison of 50 men to be 
placed in Fort Loudon on the Tennessee, it is not certain that the fort 
was ever garrisoned by Virginians. A little later the Earl of Loudon 
placed in it two hundred English troops under Captains Deniere and 
Stuart. The number of settlers around Fort Loudon increased and by 
1760 there was a considerable village there. When war between the 
Cherokees and the whites began the Indians invested Fort Loudon, 
which from its remote situation was in great danger. The govern- 
ment of Virginia sent out a force of six hundred men under Col. 
William Byrd to relieve the fort ; but he was greatly hampered by lack 
of supplies, and for this and other unknown reasons, his advance was 
very slow. On reaching the Long Island of Holston he built a fort and 
spent here the winter of 1760, and though while here he was joined by 
five hundred North Carolinians under Col. Hugh Waddell, no vigorous 
effort seems to have been made to relieve Fort Loudon. At last 
reduced to starvation the fort surrendered, the Indians engaging to 
allow the garrison to go, unmolested, to Fort Prince George. On the 
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Place shall order or appoint, to be employed in the Service of 
the said Colony as Soldiers, in defending the Inhabitants thereof 
against the Encroachments of the French and Indians in their 
Alliance. * 

first night, however, after the English troops had left the fort they were 
attacked by the Indians and almost to a man were killed or captured. 
Th s was the bloody end of Fort Loudon. (See Dinwiddie Papers, II, 
389. 39'. 393. 403, 433. 445. 485, 486, 493, 509, 533, 537, 539, and 
Summers's History 0/ Southwest Virginia, citing Haywood, 68 75.) 

•The armed assistance of the Soulhern Indians, for which Governor 
Dinwiddie struggled so hard, was probably on the whole of but little 
real benefit, and in the end resulted in the bloody outbreak of the 
Cherokees. In August, 1756, the Governor was expecting that Lewis 
would bring in at least 150 Cherokee warriors, and a little later it was 
thought that 400 would come; but agents of the French Indians 
went to the tribe, and for a lime their allegiance to the English was so 
much shaken tliat when Major Lewis returned but seven men came 
with him. The Governor was very indignant at the ill-faith of his Indian 
allies, but on November sent another messenger with letters to various 
chiefs, especially to Outacite " the Man Killer," who had shown himself 
very friendly to Lewi's. (Dinwiddie Papers, II, 34S, 349, 353 ) 

In the spring of 1757, the vacillating Indians again determined to 
assist the English, and before April 6th, 300 Cherokees, Catawbas, 
Tuscaroras and Nottoways were in Virginia. In May it is stated that 
they numbered 400 warriors. They went northward towards Win- 
chester by way of Bedford C. H., and on their way committed many 
outrages. The Governor mentions that they ravished one person, and 
scalped a Chickasaw in the yard of Col. Clement Read of Lunenburg 
county. He thanked Col. Read for quieting the people's resentment 
and took steps to prevent further violence on the part of the Indians. 

When the Indians reached Winchester the Governor directed that 
they should go with parties of the English "a scalping." "A barba- 
rous method of war," says Dinwiddie, "introduced by the French, 
which we are obliged to follow in our own Defence." 

They were very fickle and uncertain in their movements. In June a 
party of 30 Cherokees under Outacite, instead of going to Winchester, 
as was desired, came down to Williamsburg, and had to receive many 
presents before they could be induced to go to the front. In the same 
month sjo Catawbas, Tuscaroras and Nottoways, who had been in 
service but a short time, returned home, coming by Williamsburg on 
their way. They left 180 Cherokees still with the Virginia forces 
{Dinwiddie Papers, II, 6^5, 609, 641, etc ), and these, who may have 
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V. That if the French shall at any Time, directly or indirectly 
make use of any Means, either by coming into the Nation them- 
selves, or sending their Indians with Belts of Wampum, or by 
any other Way whatsoever, endeavour to prevail on the Chero- 
kees to infringe this Treaty, the Cherokees shall forthwith dis- 
patch a Messenger, in whom they can confide, to the Governor of 
Virginia, to acquaint him with the same, and the particular 
Measures so taken. 

VI. That if the Cherokees at any Time shall know, or be in- 
formed of, any Schemes that the French or their Indians may 
plan, to the Prejudice of the English, they shall give immediate 
Intelligence thereof to the Governor of Virginia. 

VII. That the Warriors which shall be employed in the Ser- 
vice of the English, in the Colony of Virginia, be found and 
provided at the Expence of that Colony, with all necessary 
Cloaths, Victuals, Arms and Ammunition. 

VIII. That neither the Cherokees nor Virginians, shall protect 
the disobedient Subjects of the other, or entertain Rebels, Trai- 
tors or Fugitives, but within Twenty Days after due Requisition 
made, shall deliver them up. 

IX. That the Cherokees shall not suffer or permit the 
French to build any Fort or Fortification, on any of their Lands 
on the Waters of the Mississippi or elsewhere, that may annoy 
the English, if in their Power to prevent it 

X. That if any Subject belonging to the King of Great- Britain, 
residing in Virginia, or any Cherokee belonging to the Cherokee 
Nation, shall offend against this Treaty, they shall be punished, 
without the Treaty being any Way therefore infringed,. 

Done and signed at Broad-River, in the Province^of Nbrth- 



been reinforced later, took part in Forbes's capture of Fort Duquesne in 
1759. and were soon afterward dismissed and returned home. On their 
way they committed various outrages on ihe frontier inhabitants, 
who retaliated by killing twelve or fourteen of them and taking others 
prisoners. This aroused the deep resentment of the Cherokees, who 
immediately took up arms against the settlers all along the southern 
border. Their capture of Fort Loudon has been told. 
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Carolina, this Seventeenth Day of March, in the XXIXth Year 
of His Majesty's Reign, Anno. Dom. 1756. 



Peter Randolph 


[L. S.] 


William Byrd 


[L. S.] 


Ammoscosette, (mark) 


[L. S.] 


Chuchu, (mark) 


[L. S.] 


Otterle-Culloughculla, (mark) 


[L. S.] 


Counnerculogo, (mark) 


[L. S.] 


Onconago, (mark) 


[L. S.] 


Wullonowa, (mark) 


[L. S.] 


Occonistoto, (mark) 


[L., S.] 


Ukiyourough, (mark) 


[L. S.] 


Ammotoyouker, (mark) 


[L. S.] 


Kealkirustkee, (mark) 


[L. S.] 


Telletchee, (mark) 


[L. S.] 


Chunoyounkkee, (mark) 


[L. S.] 



His Honor the Governor was pleased the 12th of April, 1756. 
to send the following Message to the 

House of Burgesses. 

Mr. Speaker, and Gentlemen of the House of Burgesses, 

"I have thought it proper to communicate to your House, my 
Commission and Instructions to Peter Randolph and William 
Byrd, Esquires, appointed Commissioners, to treat on Behalf of 
this Government with the Catawbas and Cherokees, with my 
Letter to those Gentlemen, containing some Observations which I 
judge might be of Service in their Negociations with those People, 
and my two Speeches to the Catawbas and Cherokees. And to 
give you all the Satisfaction I am at present capable of, I send you 
the joint Letter of the Commissioners to me, dated the 17th of 
last Month. The Treaty I have not yet received, nor expect it 
before their Return. 

The said Letter from the Commissioners signified they had 
that Day concluded their Business with the Cherokees, who 
would by no Means consent to part with any of their Warriors 



THE INDIAN TREATY OF 1 756. 263 

'til they had a Fort built, for the Protection of their Women and 
Children in their Absence, but engaged as soon as it was com- 
pleated to send Four Hundred of their Warriors to our Assis- 
tance. That their Sachems would engage for no more, but at 
the same Time assured them, they might probably send at least 
a Thousand which there was little Reason to doubt of, as they 
appear to have particular Regard for Virginia. That it was the 
Opinion of Mr. Smith, who is well acquainted with their Situa- 
tion, that if we should neglect to build the Fort this Summer, 
they will be under a Necessity of joining the French ; Wherefore, 
they (the Commissioners) had stipulated and promised in Behalf 
of this Colony, that a Fort should be actually erected in the 
Cherokee Country with all possible Expedition. 

Upon this the House of Burgesses came to the following 
Resolutions, viz. 

Resolved, That a Fort be erected in the Country of the Cher- 
okees. 

Resolved, That an humble Address be made to the Governor 
to desire that his Honor will be pleased to pay for erecting the 
said Fort out of the money, which His Majesty was pleased to 
send to him for the Use of this Colony now remaining in his 
Hands. 

To which the Governor sent the following Answer. 
Mr. Speaker, and Gentleman of the House of Burgesses, 

" In Answer to your Resolve, I am to acquaint you, That 
since the Conversation between your Committee and myself, 
concerning the Application of the Ballance remaining in my 
Hands of the Money His Majesty was graciously pleased to send 
for the Protection of the Colony, I have disbursed several large 
Sums in the Purchase of Beeves, and other Necessaries for the 
Forces; however, I will engage to furnish Eight Hundred 
Pounds towards that necessary Work, the erecting a Fort you 
have resolved on in the Cherokee Country. But I should be 
glad you would appoint some proper Pesrons to make an Esti- 
mate of the Expence of the Undertaking, that a suitable Pro- 
vision may be made to go on with the Work with Dispatch and 
Regularity. 
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The House of Burgesses after that Message, came to the 
following Resolution. 

Resolved, That an humble Address be made to the Governor, 
to desire that his Honor will be pleased to appoint Major Andrew 
Lewis,* and Captain Samuel Overton f to manage and overlook 
the Building a Fort in the Cherokee Country, and to Assure 
his Honor that this House will make good any Deficiency that 
the Sum his Honor has been pleased to say he would pay to- 
wards erecting the said Fort, shall fall short, so as the same do 
not exceed Two Thousand Pounds in the whole. 

To which his Honor answered, "He was well satisfied with 
the Resolution of their House, and should appoint Major Lewis, 
to oversee the Construction of the said Fort." 

And in Consequence thereof, the Governor was pleased to 
order Major Lewis, to march immediately with Sixty Men, Tools, 
Utensils, and Provisions to Choto, in the Cherokee Country, 
for that Service. 

FINIS. 

Correction.— The date 1775 in the note on page 236 of this Maga- 
zine should be 1755. 

* For Andrew Lewis, one of the most distinguished Virginians of 
his time, and accounts of the Lewis family, see Peyton's History of 
Augusta County; Waddell's Annals of Augusta County; Withers's 
Chronicles of Border Warfare, Thwaite's edition ; Summers's History 
of Southwest Virginia ; The West Virginia Historical Magazine, II, 
19 ; IV, 81, 94, 109, 116, 136, 14a. 

t Captain Samuel Overton, of Hanover county, was an active and 
efficient officer throughout the French and Indian War. It was in 
connection with a sermon preached August 17, 1755, before his company 
of Hanover volunteers, said to have been the first raised in Virginia 
after Braddock's defeat, that kev. Samuel Davies made the famous 
reference to Washington. It is shown by various papers among the 
Virginia French and Indian War land bounty vouchers, that he com- 
manded a company of rangers in 1755 and 1756, and be appears to have 
later been a captain of Virginia regulars. 



